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PLEASE 

SAY YOU SAW THE AD  IN THE 

SPECTATOR!  

For interested volunteers, our next meet-

ing is Monday 16th March 2020, 5:30pm 

at  

Brewster's DON'T JUST BE A SPECTA-

TOR, BE A  

In the time of need Aussie’s rally together to help fire affect-
ed communities. This month Bunyip CFA wanted to help the 
areas which had been cut off from clean drinking water or 
had their water tanks contaminated after the devastating 
fires passed through the areas of East Gippsland and North 
East Victoria.  

Calling on the community to assist via social media, Bunyip 
CFA was inundated with messages of support from individu-
als, Businesses, Charity groups and Community Groups. The 
Brigade opened its doors for 3 hours on Saturday 4th January 
and what followed was totally overwhelming. The Brigade, 
members of the community and countless supporters from 
far and wide came together to assist in the coordination and 
stacking of this water. From the expectation of 20-30 pallets 
on the day the donations exceeded well over 220 pallets. This 
was a fantastic result for the areas that needed help. Along 
with the sheer movement and stacking of water, we had our 
brigade and community members coordinate traffic, source 
further pallets and packaging material, assist with freight and 
catering.  

That evening the entire load left Bunyip in convoy on 14 do-
nated trucks to Sale RAAF Base arriving at 8.30pm. This much 
needed water was unloaded by community volunteers, bri-
gade members from both Bunyip and Sale and RAAF person-
al. Over the following days deliveries commenced by Black 
Hawk and Chinook Helicopters along with sea and road 
transport. 

After the success of this massive community effort it was de-
cided that further coordination would be made to support 
‘Operation Veteran Assist’ who would be setting up in Or-
bost.  This group of veterans was formed to help with the 
clean-up of properties and businesses that had been directly 
impacted by fire. The week following saw a further 22 pallets 
of water and ration packs supplied by donations, along with 
support from Big Wet Spring Water and B2B charity. Freight 
was donated and supplied by Mainfreight who has been in-
strumental in coordinating logistics to these communities. 

Without forgetting communities up North, the Brigade rallied 

with donations to fill another 7 Mainfreight trucks. This load 
was made up of a further 160 pallets of water and a load of 
Hay destined to travel the Burrumbuttock Hay Runners. 
These Hay Runners are getting feed (and now some water) to 
the areas impacted by our long running drought and recent 
fires. 

It has been a massive coordination effort from all involved 
and our sincerest thanks to all that donated. We hope it will 
assist these areas in the long road to recovery.  

If you would like to continue the support, you can reach out 
on the Bunyip Fire Brigade FB page or volunteer with Blazeaid 
in the areas that need help in recovery. Or Burrumbuttock 
Hay Runners who are helping our farmers in the drought and 
fire impacted areas.  

 

By Bunyip Fire Brigade  

402 pallets of water, 34573 slabs or 829752 bottles, 
semi trailer of hay . Estimated cost $220,000 not in-
cluding freight, man hours. 

Gumbuya World update: Nature Day at Gumbuya 

World April 5th 10am-5pm for fire relief funds.  

Contact Gumbuya World for more details  

x-apple-data-detectors://1
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81-83 MAIN STREET GARFIELD - PH 0407 151 202 

Homemade cakes, slices & take home meals.  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND BOOKINGS 

CONTACT BREWSTERS 

 INFO@BREWSTERSCAFE.COM.AU 

Labour Day-9th March 2pm  

"Burgers/Sliders and Beer"  

$25 per person  

Beverages not included 

Fully licensed-Live Music  

Bookings essential  

SMS 0407 151 202 

 
* Dates & racedays are subject to change. Please visit pakenhamracing.com.au for the latest dates 

THURSDAY 5 MAR 

SPORTSBET NIGHT RACING 

TURF NIGHT 

THURSDAY 12 MAR 

SPORTSBET NIGHT RACING 

TURF NIGHT 

THURSDAY 19 MAR 

SPORTSBET NIGHT RACING 

TURF NIGHT 

THURSDAY 26 MAR 

SPORTSBET NIGHT RACING 

TURF NIGHT 

THURSDAY 2 APR 

SPORTSBET NIGHT RACING 

TURF NIGHT 

 



                             

 

As the first anniversary of the Bunyip State Park bushfires rolls 
around and is upon us I thought it was a pertinent time to visit 
my friends, Fred and Wilma at Tonimbuk, to see how they are 
coping with life 12 months down the track. You may have read 
he article I wrote about them last year) 

Driving to their home I was immediately struck by the absolute 
beauty of their surroundings, on one hand you had the stunning 
contrast of the beautifully vivid shades of green coming forth 
from the trees.  The trees themselves are mostly trunks and bare 
branches of the blackest charcoal colour you could imagine.  The 
saddest part is that many of the trees have gone completely and 
many more will literally fall by the wayside. 

Ironically the day I visited there, it was the night of their regular 
community dinners at Tonimbuk Hall and Wilma was cooking all 
afternoon with her contribution - a very delicious smelling curry.  
The residents of Tynong North and Garfield North also join in 
these gatherings as they also suffered losses of property and 
stock. 

Outwardly life would seem to be back to normal for this devoted 
and hard-working couple but under the surface life will never be 
the same again.  They have taken heed of the experts and en-
deavoured to balance their life with equal amounts of work, 
leisure and pleasure – sometimes taking a break from home and 
away from the everyday reminders. 

The most immediate task after the passing of the fires was the 
security of stock and replacement of their boundary fences.  
They did lose one of their animal ‘family’ to very slow-healing 
burns requiring frequent anaesthesia for change of dressings, it 
did not take long to realise that this treatment plan was causing 
the animal much more stress and the fateful decision was made. 

Compared to so many of their friends and neighbours’ their loss-
es are nothing – Tonimbuk has a population of 230 and 29 
homes were lost between Tonimbuk, Tynong North and Garfield 
North, that is a massive percentage of a community totalling 
about 700 residents. 

Everyone is wishing to rebuild their home on the same site but 
there has been a great deal of red tape to be negotiated through 
and many different agencies involved.  To add to the drama the 
homeless residents have not been allowed to live in caravans on 
their blocks as they rebuild.  Insurance companies have been 
incredibly forthcoming and rental fees have been covered by 
them.  Now here comes another major hurdle, they are only 
covered for 12 months rental fees, so what happens next? 

The Tonimbuk Hall still holds lunches two or three times a week 
so that the people who are having to stay ‘off-site’ can stay con-
nected with the community. Windermere and other aid agencies 
are still attending these and offering support. 

Whilst so much I have mentioned is about physical and tangible 
support, the mental impact is a much deeper and long-lasting 
issue.  The Cardinia Shire has been extremely pro-active and is 
still organising community sessions with Dr Rob Gordon, a noted 
trauma psychologist who has been involved with disaster recov-
ery following Ash Wednesday, Black Saturday, Port Arthur, 
Tonimbuk and now East Gippsland Fires.  He was also a nominee 
for Australian of the Year in 2014.  I was fortunate enough to 
hear his latest talk to our Tonimbuk friends at Bunyip Communi-
ty Hall last week.  He seems to have mapped a mental health 

recovery ladder so that people can identify with what they are 
feeling and be able to acknowledge that it is an identified step 
along the way.  Each person will be climbing at their own rate 
but to have those feelings validated is also very important.  One 
such example is dealing with triggers that put you back to 
‘ground zero.’   

Fred and Wilma were both back at that dark place when they 
heard of the Gippsland fires, they had feelings of fear and panic 
and a heightened awareness for the protection of the property 
again.  The mention of spot fires added to their demons.  Both 
are great believers in the counselling and advice of Dr Gordon 
and Fred was sorry that work commitments would keep him 
from last week’s talk.  After 90 minutes of his very Enlighted talk, 
interspersed with humorous anecdotes there was a time left for 
questions, which showed that people are on many different 
rungs and timeframes. 

Fred said that looking back, it had all been a great learning expe-
rience.  It had identified to him addition ways to protect them-
selves and he now has a small fleet of sad and sorry 4wds with 
pumps and water containers on the back ready to go to any cor-
ner of their land.  Incidentally much of their land is pasture but 
one side is bounded by state forest!!!!!  He has also stationed 
small trollies with pumps and water tanks around the place.  
They have ‘obtained’ more fire suits, boots, hats and gloves, all 
neatly sized, folded and labelled in the laundry – who knows 
who may be visiting when a fire strikes. 

Fred said it had also made him think of the landscaping immedi-
ately around the house.  The ground on the north side of the 
house slopes upwards and was going to have mulch and plants 
in an elevated bed.  That was changed to being taken back fur-
ther and very large river pebbles covering the whole area. They 
have a fire bunker, it is above ground and was built into the ele-
vated bank with soil and grass covering it.  This is now also com-
pletely covered in the same stones.  It had also made them think 
of the types of trees they should be planting. 

Fortunately, Fred is a pretty practical guy and Wilma is a very 
sensible person, they realise that for the lifestyle they want for 
themselves they have to be prepared for all contingencies and 
Fred has been able to put his strategies into place himself.  In 
their never-ending praise of BlazeAid and the mammoth task 
facing them in the east of the state, Wilma did say that she 
hoped she would soon be able to go and help them with meals 
for all the volunteers. It seems to me that Fred and Wilma typify 
the great ethos of paying it forward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Linda Evans  

 



 

   

   LARMAX AGRIBARN 

· Farm Supplies & Animal Health 
· Quality Stockfeed 

· Hardware & Building Supplies 
· Hay—Northern & Local  

· Veterinary Supplies 
· Extensive Range Pet Food  
· Rural Plumbing & Irrigation 

· Agricultural Chemicals 
· Farm Fencing Supplies 

· Treated Pine Timber/Sleepers 
· Pasture Seed & Fertilisers 

· Elgas & B.O.C. Agent 
· Tyre Service 

· Delivery available to all areas 

2855 Princes Hwy 

GARFIELD    3814 

Phone:  5629 2650 

2-4 Station Street 

LANG LANG  3984 

Phone:  5997 5215 

Fax:   5997 5359 For all your  Requirements 

Larmax Trading Pty. Ltd. 
ABN:  91 004 788 505  

Email:  larmaxgarfield@bigpond.com.au 

            larmaxlanglang@bigpond.com.au 

We spray Flat weed,  

Cape weed, Thistles, Blackberries etc. 

Spot spraying, Broad acre,  

 

We spray Flat weed, Cape weed, 

Thistles, Blackberries, etc. 

Spot spraying, Broad acre, Horse 

paddock etc. 

Commercial and Domestic 

Small Paddock  

Specialist 

Liquid Fertiliser Spreading 

Prompt attention guaranteed 

Pat Wakefield 
Weed Spraying 

Phone 03 5629 2056 

or 0408 253 656 

TREES BY 

RICK 

 

Qualified Arborist 
Stump Grinding 
Trees Removed 
All Tree Advice 

Fully qualified and fully  

insured 
Contact Rick Reid of Garfield  

0413 886 999 

www.treesbyrick.com 

 

Specialising in all areas of concrete  

and small access machine work including: 

FAUX BRICK  

 EXPOSED  

 AGGREGATE  

 GARAGES  

 SHEDS  

 PATHWAYS  

DRIVEWAYS                             

RETAINING WALLS 

(TIMBER OR BLOCK)  

 LANDSCAPING  

TRENCHING  

 STUMP HOLES  

 RUBBISH REMOVAL AND 

GENERAL YARD CLEAN UPS 

NO JOB TOO SMALL. 

Ph: Darren Nibbs 0417 567 205 
Email: nibbsconcreting@gmail.com  

  

  

mailto:nibbsconcreting@gmail.com


                             

 

 

 

On behalf of our readers, we thank the Cardinia Shire for 

their contribution to the cost of publishing this community 

newsletter 

Further to this column in the February Spectator issue,  the two talented ladies working on the mosaic “entry” to the Garfield Pri-
mary School on /over the rose garden path are - 

Lisa Jones - designer and mosaicer and Diana Stevens -mosaic assistant.   

Diana also did the successful Grant application from Bendigo Bank. 

Thanks and well done to Lisa, Diana, and Bendigo Bank  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    By Gwen O  

Bunyip Ag Show 

Sunday March 22nd 2020

Lots of free entertainment

and animals to see.

Gates open at 9.00am.

bunyipshow@gmail.com
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Email: airconrus@hotkey.net.au 

COUNTRY STYLE 

MEATS 
Thanks for voting for us & making us No.1 

Butcher in Gippsland 

“TOP 2 BACON FOR AUSTRALIA”  

“NO.1 STRASBOURG IN VICTORIA” 

SPECIALS 

GARFIELD BUTCHER,  

89 MAIN STREET,GARFIELD. PH: 5629 2593 

Trading Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-6.30pm. Saturday 7am-1pm. 

Come on in! 

Chicken spare ribs 
in lemon  

pepper  

$6.95kg 

Sundried tomatoes 

& basil sausages  

$8.99kg 

Lamb koftas  

5 for $8.00kg 

T-bone steak  

yearling  

$19.95kg  

  

 

Call Matt: 0411 881 814 

  

  



                             

 

It has been a rough few months for Aussies everywhere.  Of course, it 
has been much worse for those that are being directly impacted by the 
horrific bush fires, but everyone would agree that watching the trage-
dy unfold from afar has been no fun either.  One only needed to turn 
on the television or open their social media account to be bombarded 
with the misery; homes lost and damaged, enormous amounts of prop-
erty damage, hectares of bushland decimated, animals suffering, and 
human lives lost.  The result; massive sadness, frustration, anger, 
blame and a general feeling of hopelessness.  The media has been 
saturated with politics, misinformation, agendas and anger.   

Through all this most people had just one desire.  To help.  But how?  It 
was so big, so far away and we did not know how.   

Send money,’ they said, but it’s not that easy in many cases.  

So how? 

With one little thing.  The wildlife needed help, they needed pouches 
to live in while they recover.  It was just one tiny but highly significant 
thing amongst so many things, but importantly it was a start. 

Over two days the Tynong Fire Brigade Support Team were the catalyst 
for an outpouring of energy, effort, generosity and kindness.  Amongst 
all the feelings of helplessness a group of strangers came together to 
sew something beautiful.   

The Tynong Fire Brigade Support Team are a group of people that 
work, in many ways, to support the active fire fighters.  They raise 
funds, plan events, help clean up the trucks after an incident and pro-
vide meals to the firefighters when they come home tired and grubby.  
They help where and when they can.  And they found another way to 
help. 

A sewing day was planned, patterns were sourced, a post went out on 
the Tynong Fire Brigade Facebook page, the support team members 
got their sewing machines out.  It was expected that maybe fifteen or 
so people would show up.   

Come the ninth of January the station was inundated with around 50 
helpers.  The trucks had to be ejected from the engine bay when more 
tables were needed.  Everyone went to work.  People used every avail-
able surface in the station.   

Tynong Fire Station had become a sweatshop.  Literally, it was, to say 
the least, rather hot and there were flies, lots of them.  Not a single 
person stopped working for a moment.  They could hardly be con-
vinced to pause for lunch or a cuppa.   

People worked together, they used the skills they had, they taught 
each other, and they learned on the run.  It was a beautiful thing to 
witness.   

The result of all the hard work: by lunch time the next day there were 
63 pouches and 13 bat wraps completed and on their way to Bairns-
dale.  And many, many more partially finished projects, metres of ma-
terial and an unwavering desire to help. 

As people worked on into the evening, it was decided that one day was 
not enough.  There was more that could be done.  A second day was 
planned, almost on a whim.   

The only difference was, they were prepared this time.  They knew that 
many people would attend, they knew how to set up to fit more peo-
ple in, they knew how to sew the patterns.  The first day was to be but 
a dress rehearsal.  This time they would hit the ground running.   

And hit the ground running they did.  People came from everywhere.  
Tynong, Longwarry, Cranbourne, Narre Warren, even as far as the city.  
They came loaded with skills and energy and material and more food 
than an army could eat.   

One family, complete with their relative that had recently arrived from 
overseas, came with 73 completed pouches.  They had stayed up for 24 
hours to complete them.  Of course, they stayed on to make more.   

This is just one of the many occurrences that made the two days at 
Tynong Fire Station so special.  Every person contributed so very much.  
Someone donated their sewing machine, many donated fabrics, often 
that they had purchased specially for the purpose.  Some made special 
trips to supply food for the event, some took projects home to finish 
them, some travelled long distances to get there, many worked for 
hours on end.   

In total there were 668 items completed and donated to wildlife car-
ers.   

There were a few unexpected outcomes as well.  Three new members 
joined the Tynong Fire Brigade Support Team.  There was an enquiry 
that may lead to a new active firefighting member.  A connection was 
made with the Indian Australian Community Cooperative that has led 
to the donation of a mountain of water and other items that will be 
put to good use by Blaze-aid.   
Every single contribution was special, and if you stopped to think about 
it for too long, you’d become quite emotional.   

What was more moving though, was the dialogue.  The story repeated 
over and over.  “Thank goodness the Tynong CFA are doing this,” “I felt 
useless and this has given me a way to help,” “I just wanted to do 
something,” “I couldn’t watch the news anymore, it’s just too sad, 
especially when there was nothing I could do to help.”   

What was achieved went far beyond what was ever intended.  What 
started out as a day to sew a few pouches and became so much more.  
It became a sewing marathon, a social event, a feast, a collection point 
for donations, and a way for people to connect over the shared horror 
at what is happening in our beautiful country.   

From Tynong Support Team 

By Kate Fremlin  (forwarded by Denise van der Veer)  

On behalf of our readers, we thank the  Pakenham Racing 

Club for their contribution to the cost of publishing this com-

munity newsletter WWW.PAKENHAMRACING.COM.AU 



 

Mob: 0448 803 499 
Email: airconrus@hotkey.net.au 

 
 
Email: airconrus@hotkey.net.au 

  

Specialists in : Commercial, 

Industrial &  

Domestic Air Conditioning 

Sales, Service & Repairs 

Refrigeration Service and Repairs 

Gary Robinson 
PIC Lic No. 52262  RTA No. AU24465 

 
Mob:  
0448 803 499 
Email: airconrus@hotkey.net.au 

  www.kinglegalgroup.com.au  

 

  

  

http://www.kinglegalgroup.com.au


                             

 

Whilst most people are aware of the need to have an up to date 

Will, who will manage our affairs if we become incapacitated is 

not often considered. 

An aging population means more and more people are now living 

with Dementia or Alzheimers. However, it’s not only the elderly 

who lose capacity.  Anyone could be involved in an accident, 

which could leave them incapacitated for the rest of their lives.  

If you lose mental capacity without a Power of Attorney in place, 

there may be no one with the legal authority to manage your 

affairs.  

Your family would then need to apply to VCAT to have someone 

appointed as your Administrator and Guardian to manage your 

affairs and care for you.  This can be a timely and costly exercise.  

Your Administrator would also need to report to VCAT each year. 

Most importantly, the person who is appointed by VCAT to man-

age your affairs and care for you, may not be a person you would 

choose to undertake this role.  

By putting an Enduring Power of Attorney in place, it allows you 

to appoint who you would like to be your Attorney. By ap-

pointing someone as your Attorney, you are giving your Attorney 

the legal authority to look after your financial and legal affairs, 

and guardianship matters on your behalf in the event that you 

become incapacitated and are unable to care for yourself.  

 

This means that you are entrusting your Attorney to take control 

of your bank accounts, investments and other assets (including 

property), and to allow your Attorney to make decisions about 

where you live and who cares for you.  In Victoria for example, 

many nursing homes do not accept residents unless they have an 

Enduring Power of Attorney in place or have had a person ap-

pointed to act as their guardian by VCAT.  

As your attorney is entrusted with significant powers over your 

affairs, it is imperative you chose an attorney who you trust and 

who will manage your financial, legal and personal matters in a 

responsible manner. Most people choose a close family member 

or trusted friend as the role of their attorney. All appointed attor-

neys must be over the age of 18 years.  

You may appoint more than one Attorney should you wish. Attor-

neys can be appointed:  

 Jointly (the attorneys must agree on all the decisions) 

 Severally (the attorneys make decisions separately) 

 Jointly and Severally (the attorneys can make decisions 

separately, but if they make them jointly, they must all be 

agreed) 

King Legal Group specialise in the areas of Wills, Estates and 

Powers of Attorney.  

Written by Stephen Van-Linge, Legal Practitioner, King Legal 

Group, 29 Main Street, Bunyip, 3815, Tel No. (03) 5617 8251 

 

Dead trees restored to life in the form of attractive and hard-

wearing rustic furniture. 

Coffee tables, side tables, dining tables, mantelpieces 

Stock items or made to order 

SOME ITEMS ON DISPLAY IN BREWSTER's CAFÉ FOR A LIMITED TIME 



 

  

  



                             

 

The Advocate was Catholic newspaper which reported on and promot-

ed Catholic interests. It was published from 1868 until 1990. The paper 

had a children’s column run by Aunt Patsy, which published letters and 

poems from school children. They had a club called the Magic Fairy 

Boat Club which the children could join. Aunt Patsy referred to all the 

children as her nieces and nephews, they called her aunty and referred 

to all the other children in the Club as their cousins.  The children were 

also encouraged to collect money for the Fund for Destitute Children, 

Surrey Hills, an orphanage. Many letters included donations and best 

wishes to the little orphans. There was also a library that the children 

could subscribe to. The library stocked Catholic books and magazines.   

Here are some local letters to Aunty Patsy which describe life in Gar-

field, other local towns and what it was like being a child 100 or so 

years ago. 

This is from 12 year old Mary Goulding, published June 2, 1906.  I live 

near Garfield, a railway station on the main line from Melbourne to 

Bairnsdale. The township consists of two grocers' shops, two black-

smiths' shops, one bootmaker's shop, one baker's shop, one coffee pal-

ace, one bank, two butchers' shops, and a hotel. We live a mile from St. 

Joseph's Catholic Church. The Rev. Fr. Byrne is our parish priest. He lives 

in the presbytery…. My little brother, aged ten, can milk for the last four 

years. We have fourteen cows, and one horse. 

Mary Goulding was published a few times and on July 14, 1906, she 

talked about her school. She attended Garfield State School where Mr. 

Daly is our head teacher. He is very kind to us. She also had an inter-

esting description of a family trip to Ballarat. On September 8, 1906, 

Mary had another letter published the weather is becoming gradually 

milder now and the farmers up here are very busy ploughing their land, 

and getting ready to sow their crops This land is becoming more valua-

ble lately. Some of it had attained the high price of £40 per acre, and 

some building allotments were sold at £150 per acre. I saw a motor car 

passing by a few days ago. It belongs to Captain A'Beckett of Bunyip. 

We have got some nice sand roads here now, heading to Garfield and 

Bunyip. On November 17, 1906, Mary wrote I have another little broth-

er, three years old, and he is always watching an opportunity to kill the 

young turkeys and chickens. This sounds a bit alarming, but perhaps 

that was normal behaviour for young children in those days! 

Mary’s brother Cornelius also wrote to Aunt Patsy, he had an inter-

esting description of the Iona Catholic Church - We have a very nice 

altar in our church. The statue of the Blessed Virgin is in a little altar at 

the left-hand side, and all around the church are the Stations of the 

Cross. Cornelius then goes on to say I had nice little curls when I started 

to go to school, however he was only six and half so we can forgive him 

this non sequitur.  

On October 6, 1906, Ellen May Elizabeth Fitzpatrick wrote to Aunt Pat-

sy and described Iona I am going to tell you about Iona. There are three 

stores, one Catholic church and presbytery; a new Hibernian Hall is 

getting built, one school (there's a new school nearly finished), one 

mechanics' institute, a new bank, a cream depot, and a post-office. 

Ellen wrote again on October 5, 1907, this time about Cora Lynn - 

There will be a township at Cora Lynn soon. Mr Murdoch is building a 

store there, and there are a lot of houses going up, too. On September 

26, 1908, Ellen wrote about additions to the Church - We have a new 

organ and two statues, one of Jesus and Joseph, and one of our Blessed 

Lady. Ellen also wrote on December 19,1908 -   'We saw a hawk take 

lizards and little birds into a hollow tree, so I climbed to see what was in 

it. When I got up to it there were five young ones in it. We brought 

them home, but mother would not let me keep them; she said the old 

hawks would kill the chickens.  In reply Aunt Patsy said I hope you put 

the young birds back in the nest. Even a mother hawk has feelings, 

Ellen! 

Bridget Quigley of Cora Lynn wrote October 27, 1907, I go to a State 

school, and am in the fourth class. Our teacher's name is Mr. M'Gibbon. 

We are milking five cows, and have five little calves. We have about 

two and a half miles to walk to school. 

This letter is from Elsie McKendry of Bunyip and shows the reality of 

farm life - I had a pet Iamb, but dadda sold it to the butcher; he came 

and took it away one day I was at school. I called it Daisy. Aunt Patsy 

wrote - Am sorry you lost your pet lamb. They grow to be sheep too 

soon (May 22, 1909). 

More girls than boys wrote to Aunt Pasty, but here is another from one 

of her ‘nephews’, nine year old Robert Stanley Jeffers, who had this 

short description of the Swamp - It is a reclaimed swamp, and farmers 

all over it grow potatoes, onions, and oats. (July 31, 1909) 

Katie Negus wrote from Garfield and enclosed a poem for publication. 

One of Katie’s poems had been published before, but Aunt Patsy did 

not like this one and told her You ought to make up your mind to study 

the best poetry, and it would help you to do better work (January 29, 

1910). However, Katie was not deterred by this and wrote a few times 

more to Aunt Patsy telling about the recent confirmation of herself and 

her sister Eileen. Katie took the name Agnes as her confirmation name 

and Eileen that of Anne and then she added I hope with God's help, 

that we will imitate their lives. Katie also wrote that she successfully 

passed her exams and was awarded the Merit certificate and Katie 

praised her teacher, Mr Daly, of the Garfield State School but I think 

most praise is due to our good teacher, Mr. Daly, who tries very hard 

for our welfare. (December 17, 1910) 

January 20, 1912, Joseph Finnigan from Cora Lynn wrote to Aunt Patsy 

I have lately taken an interest in reading books, as I am now eleven 

year of age. We have a children's library at the State school, but I do 

not care for them very much. Will you kindly send me "How They Made 

a Man of Johnny," or another suitable book. Aunt Patsy replied Have 

sent you two boys books. Yes, stick to your own Catholic library. 

We will end with this letter from Mary Scanlon which was published on 

August 22, 1914 - I am learning music, and I go to my lesson every Sat-

urday with my aunty. We have to drive about three miles, and the drive 

is lovely now, as all the wattles are in bloom; so, if you will let me know 

where to send some blossom for Wattle Day, aunty and I will send 

along some. My aunty (N. Cunningham) used to be one of your nieces 

one time…..Cora Lynn is, a small town ship. It consists of one store, hall, 

bank, school, factory, and several dwellings, also a very big canal, 

which sometimes overflows, and does a lot of harm to the residents. 

 

 

 

 

By Heather Arnold  harnold@dcsi.net.au  

100 years of a Faith  
community: St Joseph’s Iona 
1905 -2005 by Damian Smith. 



 

Mob: 0448 803 499 
Email: airconrus@hotkey.net.au 

 
 
Email: airconrus@hotkey.net.au 
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Weekdays 9am – 5:30pm  Saturday 

9am-1:00pm 

MEDICAL CLINIC OPEN Tues, Wed & Fri 

9:30am -1pm 

73-75 Main St. Garfield 3814. Ph 5629 2408  

Fax 5629 2885 

Your Local Chemist 

 

GARFIELD PHARMACY 

Main Street,  Bunyip  Shop 2/2-6 

 

 



                             

 

This year, Garfield Pharmacy is trying something new to support 

our lovely local community, driven by our local customers. 

Start of this month, we have nominated 3 local community 

groups based on Facebook Garfield Watch recommendations. 3 

jars have been placed on the pharmacy counter, each jar repre-

senting Garfield Junior Football club, Garfield Netball club and 

Garfield Community Garden accordingly. 

With any purchase over $20, you get to vote for your favorite 

club/association by simply dropping in the receipt into your jar 

of choice! 

We are running this campaign for 3 months, February, March 

and April. Garfield Pharmacy will donate $500 to the club/

association that has the most votes at the end of the campaign. 

 

As of 20/02/2020, the numbers are ; 

Garfield Netball: 23  

Garfield Junior Football: 39  

Garfield Community Garden: 39   

It’s been a tight race. 

Come and support your favorite local group! We will keep you 

updated every month!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garfield Pharmacy – Optimising your health is Our 
Priority – 73 Main Street – 5629 2408 

By Narai Jung  

 
There are over 200 recognised breeds in Australia registered 
with the ANKC and each was bred for a specific purpose and 
has a breed standard, some of which have been around for 
hundreds of years. 

 
The judge must assess the dogs against the breed standard 
to see which one is the most correct. They take into account 
things like height, colour, coat texture and movement.  
 
At the end of the day one dog is awarded Best In Show 

 CHAMPIONSHIP DOG SHOW AT  
BUNYIP AG SHOW 2020  



 

 



                             

 

On a Thursday evening, a few weeks ago, as I walked through 

the dining room of the Garfield pub, selling tickets for a meat 

raffle, I met Andrey and Janine who mentioned they were from 

Tonimbuk and ran a bed’n’breakfast. 

I had heard about Tallawarra, how beautiful it is, and only 15 

minutes from Garfield.  I asked Andrey would it be alright if I 

could visit the accommodation, as I have a family event coming 

up in July and wanted to see if  it was suitable for our needs.  

So, a few Saturdays ago, two friends and I headed there . As we 

drove through the slightly winding bend, we caught a glimpse 

of what looked like a large limestone homestead.  Turning into 

the driveway, I spotted in the near paddock’s remnants of the 

burnout dairy, sheds and burnt trees, (Tallawarra was one of 

properties impacted by Bunyip state forest fires last year.)  Driv-

ing down the winding driveway there before us was the Talla-

warra Homestead standing gracefully. It exceeded all expecta-

tions ; a lovely, stunning home. As we walked through the front 

door, the view took my breath away.  Upon entry you look 

through well-appointed hallway through dining area, out 

through the lounging area, then out through to lush grass onto 

the forest beyond.  The bedrooms are nothing but luxurious. 

Even though the accommodation was lovely, but the best part 

of our visit was the morning tea. Janine was a wonderful host-

ess and graced us with home-made scones , jam, cream  and 

great coffee.  While we sat eating the morning spread, we 

heard about the history of the property- a  place where Janine 

grew up with her siblings, and her parents running the dairy 

farm.  Her parents’ house was burnt down in last year’s bush 

fires. We heard about their shared experiences with the fire 

and how they are managing since that time. 

It was a lovely morning, and so pleased we were given the op-

portunity to experience some of what it would be like to stay 

and relax at this lovely venue. I highly recommend this place. 

By Veronica Kelly  

 Photo 1 by business owner, photos 2-4 by Gwen O  

1 

2 

3 

4 



 

 

      Quality local mixed Gum 

 
A local family business proudly  
supplying the local communities 
with quality firewood for over 10 
years               
 
 

 
1 meter $110                                                                          
2 meters $200                                                         

5 meters for $450  plus delivery 
 

  Redgum also available                                                             
Ph Brendon on 0437192402                                                                                                                  

Maryknoll Community Market will be held on Sun-
day 29 March at the Father Pooley Memorial Hall. 
Our charming little market includes a coffee van, 
plant stall, handmade quilts, soy candles, natural 
soaps, toys and other handicrafts. We also will have 
a performance by the local choir and a singing 
school.  

A WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

Annual Service  

(An international initiative presented by local  
Combined Churches) 

This year's theme: Zimbabwe  

Service to be held at  

St Joseph's Catholic Church 

1215 Bunyip River Road  

Iona  

Friday 6th March 2020 , at 10:30am. 

Lunch provided. 

All welcome. 

Contact Mary Sayers 5629 5339 

Sunday March 1 9.00am Bunyip Uniting Church 

Sunday March 8 9.00am Garfield Uniting Church 

Thursday March 
15 6.00pm 

UCAF dinner at the Bunyip 
church 

Sunday March 
15 9.00am Longwarry Union Church 

Wednesday 
March 18 3.00pm Hillview Aged Care Bunyip 

Sunday March 
22 9.00am Bunyip Uniting Church 

Sunday March 
29 9.00am Garfield Uniting Church 

BUNYIP DISTRICT UNITING CHURCH 
'‘Linking God and Community’. 

 

BUNYIP – GARFIELD – LONGWARRY 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Website: www.bunyipdistrictunitingchurch.wordpress.com/home  For 
further information please email: bduc.uca@gmail.com    

SERVICE LOCATIONS: 

Bunyip - 9 Nash Road Bunyip.  Garfield - 13 Garfield Road Garfield. 

Hillview - 22 A’Beckett Road Bunyip.  Longwarry - 9 Drouin Road Longwar-
ry  

CAMERA CLUB 

First and third Thursdays at the Bunyip Church Hall 9 Nash Road Bunyip. 

For further information please contact Margaret on 5629 2318. 

http://www.bunyipdistrictunitingchurch
mailto:bduc.uca@gmail.com


                             

 

Following the theft of a 1,000 litre water tank from the Garfield 
Community Garden last week, Brendan Sheedy of Bunyip Skip 
Bins immediately offered to donate and deliver a replacement 
tank of the same capacity, which he did the following day. 
 “It’s the spirit and generosity of our local community shining 
through”, said Garfield’s Community Garden member Megan 
Platte. “We greatly appreciate Brendan’s gift”. 
 
The Garfield Community Garden has a core membership of 15 
people and since its inception a few short years ago has grown 
into a valuable, much loved thriving community asset. “Anyone 
can pop down here and pick some produce to take home”, said 
Megan. 
 
The theft of this blue grey tank with some “pink” weather discol-
ouration on the top was the first major item stolen from the 
garden. It was stolen between 3pm on Friday the21st Feb and 
Saturday morning when it was discovered missing. The thieves 
had emptied the water first to lighten the tank before they took 
it away. Megan and her partner, Mal Boyd arrived at the garden 
on Saturday morning to discover the theft. Police have been 
notified and are investigating. 
 
Photo shows: Garfield Community Garden members, Megan 
Platte and Mal Boyd looking at the foundations where the stolen 
tank once stood. 
 
 

Photo 1  A disappointed Megan Platte and Mal Boyd, members 
of the Garfield Community Garden  at the site of where the tank 
once sat .  
 
Photo 2;  Bunyip Skip Bins to the rescue. Proprietor Brendan 
Sheedy donated and helped  install a replacement tank on Sun-
day morning. 
 
Photo 3  Members of the Garfield Community Garden rejoice at 
receiving a replacement tank from Bunyip Skip Bins. 
 Ash McComb, Lara Canty, Kirk Lissimore, Barb Hoogeboom, 
Meg Platte, Mal Boyd, Ava Ella, Brendan Sheedy and son Jack, 
Willow Lissimore, Lilly Mills and Scarlette Lissimore. 
 
Photos and article by Roman Kulkewycz 

 

On a recent walk around Garfield I was dismayed to see so many 
environmental weeds in front gardens or on nature strips. 
The seeds from these weeds are carried into our native bushland 
where many of them spread rapidly.  I have seen the results 
when I was involved in bush care many years ago.  

 

The following are weeds that I noticed on my walk. 
Agapanthus [ praecox ssp.orientalis ] origin South Africa.  To 
stop reproduction cut off the seed heads after  

flowering and dispose of safely. 

Cotoneaster [ cotoneaster  

spp] origin China spread by seed removal-hand pull or cut off at 
ground level and paint with a herbicide. 

English Ivy [ hedera helix ] origin Europe, North Africa and Asia - 
pull out or cut back and spray with a herbicide. 
Sweet Pittosporum 

[pittosporum undulatum ] origin Australia,  native more to East 
Gippsland, spread by seeds and is very rampant in our local 
bush.   To dispose of pittosporum cut down and quickly apply a 
herbicide to the cambium layer. 

Other weeds found in this area especially along the railway line 
are - a small orange flower  

Montbretia [crocosmia xcrocosmiiflora] origin South Africa. 

Bulbil Watsonia [watsonia meriana var bulbillifera ] origin South 
Africa - has large red to pink trumpet shaped flowers. 

Spanish Heath origin southern western Europe, found on Mount 
Cannibal and along the railway line. 

Erica baccans origin South Africa found on Mount Cannibal. 

Most of these flowers were bought to Australia in the early 
1900’s, they were grown commercially on farms for the cut flow-
er trade in Melbourne. 
Mainly picked on a Thursday or early Friday morning and sent by 
train to Melbourne, as back in those days it was important to 
have fresh flowers in the house for the weekend. 

By Mary White 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



                             

 

After the disasters over the last months, communities are 
rebuilding their lives. In there is a group of volunteers, 
BlazeAid, who spend months helping farmers replace fenc-
es, is desperately short of equipment to do the work need-
ed and is seeking financial help! Rotary Club of Bunyip and 
Garfield recently donated $1,000.  So, for those locals and 
visitors who purchase “meat tray” raffle tickets on each 
Thursday evening at the Garfield Pub; your proceeds from 
these raffles is helping the “BlazeAid Combat Ready Trail-
er” fundraising.   

BlazeAid has a need for another two trailers to be fully 
equipped with all the tools needed to replace fences.  
When BlazeAid are in the field, they may have ten trailers 
working each day with a team of six volunteers. Any finan-
cial donation towards purchasing a Combat Trailer buys a 
BlazeAid Combat Trailer and when fully equipped costs, 
$24,000.   

The trailer has a working life of 25 years. The trailer carries 
specific collection of tools needed for the job costing 
around $17,000 while the trailer itself is around $7,000.  
The Rotary Club of Berwick is co-ordinating the fundraising 
and your support will help BlazeAid re-fence properties 
destroyed by fire and help get farmers back on their feet 
again.  

A thankyou for Garfield Pub patrons who without their 
support in purchasing “meat tray” tickets each Thursday, 
provides much needed opportunity to support worthy 
causes.  

 

If you are interested in becoming involved or  

donating directly towards BlazeAid please contact  

admin@blazeaid.com.au  

By The Rotary Club of Bunyip Garfield  

Recently we held the movie “The Greatest Showman” on the 
Garfield netball courts.  The night was well attended. A large 
screen position on the outside of netball rooms, all people to 
kick back relaxed on bean bags or chairs.  Mobile food venues 
were on hand with curry options or pizzas.  And with the weath-
er at the perfect temperature the evening was a great success! 

 

Garfield Netball Club up and coming calendar events: 

9th March – the club is fundraising with a Bunnings Sau-
sage Sizzle in Pakenham. 

14th March – Practice matches at Garfield playing Somer-
ville Netball Club 

28th March - Season start - Night Match at Garfield v 
Warragul 

 

 

 Bunyip & District Community 
Bank new operating hours. 

 
Commencing from 3 February 2020, the 
Bunyip & District Community Bank Branch 
will have new operating times, opening at 
9.30am on weekdays. Our revised hours will 
be: Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 5.00pm and 
Saturday: 9.00am – 12.00 noon 

mailto:admin@blazeaid.com.au


 



                             

 

On Saturday 22/2/20 I attended with my childhood sweetheart 
since I was 14 years old (Sharlene and Anthony -now 56) and 
our best friend (Hani) also a school friend since the two guys 
were 11 years old.  

 

We travelled from Sydney to Garfield, via Hani’s home in Foot-
scray Melbourne.  

We went to see the 70s band -Stars at your lovely Garfield Thea-
tre.  

 

We enjoyed the night so much and can not tell you how wel-
coming Fred and Sue made us feel at their fantastic venue.  

 

The people of Garfield made us feel so at home and the Stars 
are as good today as I remember singing to them in my school 
days in the early 80s .  

 

It was a weekend to remember and has certainly put another 
ring around life’s tree for us as long time school friends . Thank 
you all so much!  

By Sharlene Smith  

A picture of Anthony Smith and Hani Said from Sydney 
out the front of the Garfield Theatre Saturday night 
22/2/20 ready to see the Stars- band from the 70s .   

New Restaurant for Bunyip 

 A Vietnamese restaurant will 
open in the middle of this 
month in Bunyip. Fried rice, 
noodles, Asian roasts, crispy 
pork and roast duck will fea-
ture on the menu. 

 

Named "Saigon Street Pho" it 
will be situated on the corner 
of Main and High streets in 
Bunyip and will open 7 days 
each week. 

 

Proprietor Van had a stall at 
the recent Bunyip Market 
featuring some of his deli-
cious favourite recipes. 

 

Photo shows Van showing his 
famous Crispy Pork which is 
used for Crispy Pork Rolls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Roman Kulkewycz 



 

BUNYIP SINGERS 
Meet every Monday at 9.30am in the supper room at Bunyip Hall. Contact 
Dorothy Myers. PH: 5629 5601  

BUNYIP SLIMMERS CLUB 
Meets Wednesday 5-15 pm. Uniting Church hall Nash Rd Bunyip. Maree McRae 
– 0468 411 144.   

GARFIELD  ANGLING CLUB  
Meet 1st Monday of the month at the  
Garfield Golf Club. P.O. Box 145, Garfield.  
Contact Tony 0409 189 989.  

GARFIELD  BOWLING CLUB 
P.O. Box 85, Garfield. Club House PH: 5629 2384 

Phone Gordon; 0432 355 352 

Tournament or Twilight Bowls Mob. 0409 154 149 

 

GARFIELD  COMMUNITY HALL 
For bookings PH: Melva - 5629 2748 or 0427 292 748 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY OP SHOP 
71 Main St Garfield. Monday to Friday 9.30am-4.30pm, Saturday 9.30am-
12.30pm  PH:0459 982 338  

COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF  
GARFIELD  & BUNYIP 
Meet 1st Tuesday of month at Community Centre,  
Garfield. PH: Glenda 0410 036 837 

GARFIELD  FOOTBALL CLUB 
P.O. Box 92, Garfield. Contact Michael 0414 666 715 

GARFIELD  GOLF CLUB 
P.O.Box 78, 180 Thirteen Mile Rd, Garfield. 
PH: 5629 2794 FAX: 5629 2353 
EMAIL: garfieldgolf@bigpond.com 
WEB: www.garfieldgolf.com.au 

GARFIELD NETBALL ASSOCIATION 
P.O.Box 39, Garfield. PH: Marg 0419 895 123 

GARFIELD PHARMACY MEDICAL CLINIC 
PH: 5629 2408 - 73-75 Main St, Garfield. 
Clinic OPEN EVERY WEEKDAY. 

GARFIELD  PLAYGROUP 
Meets every Friday 9.30am - 12pm at Garfield Community Centre. P.O. Box 47, 
Garfield.  
PH: Lara 0421 150 855, Erin 0422 544 771 

GARFIELD  PRESCHOOL KINDER 
P.O.Box 24, 29-31 Garfield Rd, Garfield.PH: 5629 2208 

 GARFIELD  PRIMARY SCHOOL 
84 Railway Ave, Garfield. PH: 5629 2274 

GARFIELD  RECREATION RESERVE 
P.O.Box 28, Garfield. PH: Marg 0419 895 123 

GARFIELD  & BUNYIP ROTARY CLUB 
P.O. Box 19, Garfield.  
Meet every Wednesday at Garfield Bowling Club, Contact: Graeme Squires: 0417 
105 598 

GARFIELD 1ST SCOUT GROUP 
Cubs (Aged 8-11yr) meet every Tuesday at the hall, 6.30pm to 8pm. 1 Beswick 
Street, Garfield. Contact Steve Jensen on gl.garfield1st@vicscouts.asn.au or 
0410 455 068. 

GARFIELD  SWIMMING POOL 
PH: 5629 2780 

GARFIELD  TENNIS CLUB  
PH: Michelle 5629 2979 OR 0409 142 318 

GARFIELD  - TYNONG  CRICKET CLUB 
Titans P.O. Box 108, Garfield.  
Glen PH: 0425 883 568 Jason PH: 0422 309 933.  
Beswick St, Garfield. PH: 5629 4423 

GARFIELD  UNITING CHURCH 
Margaret PH: 5629 2318 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE  

Mrs Dale White JP  for Victoria #8942   

0407093622 - Garfield 

Mr Martin Sayers OAM JP 
0411074468  

MT CANNIBAL RESERVE 
Garfield. PH: 1300 787 624 

MT CANNIBAL  
ADULT RIDING CLUB INC 
Meet 2nd Wednesday & 4th Saturday of the month. Contact president PH: 5942 
8314 

THE FRIENDS OF GARFIELD INCORPORATED 
Contact Denise Smithwick 0478 350 170 or  
Vice President Mary White 5629 2620 

WESTERNPORT INDIGENOUS  
NURSERY (WIN)  
Open Tuesday mornings 10am to 12pm.  
Located behind the Tynong Council Depot & CFA.  
PH: Adele 0417 373 690 

 

EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS     

Garfield Bowling Club Beswick Street  

Garfield Recreation Reserve  Beswick Street  

Garfield Golf Club  180 Thirteen Mile Rd 

Garfield Post Office 77 Main Street 

Garfield Recreation Reserve Beswick Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are a member of any these community groups please notify us if any of 

these details are incorrect.  

If you are a member of a club not listed here and would like to add your club's 

details please contact us at garfieldspectator@gmail.com 


